AIDS Jigsaw reading  Copy A

By Kathy Riley

Adapted from the article, Japanese Who Thought It Couldn’t Happen Here Suddenly Confront a Surge in AIDS Cases 

Associated Press, June 1, 2005

In 2004, there were 1,165 reported HIV/AIDS cases in Japan, a 14 percent increase over the previous year. Yet, health experts believe that the official number of HIV infections—about 10,000—could be four times higher. That means about 1 infection in every 3,000 people.

According to the Health Ministry, infections are occurring at about the same rate among gay (homosexual) and straight (heterosexual) people. 

The director of the AIDS Clinical Center at Tokyo International Medical Center, estimates that 20,000 to 30,000 Japanese do not know they have HIV. “The average person just doesn’t seem to be 

able to grasp the immediacy of the threat,” said one health official.

Comprehension questions:

1.  Which is higher—the number of reported HIV-AIDS cases or the unreported ones?

2. Are gay people more likely to get AIDS than straight people?

3.  How many people might have HIV-AIDS in Japan but not know it?

4.  In which group is HIV-AIDS increasing in Japan?

5.  What percentage of schools in Japan do not teach about safe sex?

6. What does the writer think the government should do?

7. When was sex education started in Sweden?

8. What kind of circumstances do the teachers create for talking about sex there?

9. What kinds of topics do students talk about in Swedish sex education classes?

Discussion questions:

